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Dear Pupils, parents and carers, 

 

This is an important time for Year 9 pupils at Pencoed Comprehensive. 

Decisions that are taken over the coming weeks and months regarding 

subject choices for Years 10 and 11, will impact on choices and career 

options further along in life’s journey. Making the right choices, for the 

right reasons is so important. 

I would suggest that all pupils take advice from Form Tutors, Subject 

Teachers, Heads of Department and their Progress and Wellbeing 

Leader, and have discussions with parents and carers – keep your 

option choices as broad as possible. Don’t choose subjects just 

because your friends are doing them, or because you might think that 

a subject will be easy. Some subjects can change between Years 9 and 

10. 

This options booklet sets out to inform pupils and parents about what 

subjects and courses are offered here at Pencoed Comprehensive. 

Read it carefully so that you understand what each subject is offering, 

and how it is examined or assessed. There will also be new subjects on 

offer, so find out about these before you decide.  

As a school we want to ensure that pupils leave school having 

succeeded in their chosen options and that they are able to access 

either our 6th form courses, or further education, training or 

employment opportunities. 

If you need support making your choices – ask! 

We want to help you to achieve your potential. 

 

Mrs N Charles 

Acting Headteacher 
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GCSE Option Choices 

 

The move into Year 10 marks the start of your GCSE journey, and the first 

opportunity in your education to begin to focus your learning towards 

specific subject areas. 

 

This booklet will provide you with information about the range of 

subjects you can opt to study at GCSE, as well as an overview of the 

core subjects which will make up the rest of your timetable. Each option 

subject runs for 5 lessons a fortnight.  

 

Option subjects are divided into 3 columns, and when you will need to 

select one subject from each column. In the event that your preferred 

subjects clash, or courses fill up, it’s a good idea to have alternative 

choices in mind. 

 

As you consider what option subjects to select, it may be useful to keep 

the following in mind: 

 Do I enjoy this subject? 

 Am I confident in my ability in the subject? 

 What kind of work is required in each option? 

 Does this combination of options provide me with a balanced set 

of skills? 

 Can I easily and clearly explain why I have chosen each subject? 

 Have I spoken to my teachers? 

 Have I spoken to my parents / carers? 

 

If you would like further information about any of the courses, or 

whether they are the right choice for you, speak to your subject 

teacher, or the relevant Head of Department. 
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Core Subjects 

 

All pupils will undertake the core subjects of English, Maths and Science, 

in addition to R.S. Welsh, and Skills Challenge Certificate. Pupils will also 

take part in 2 hours of Games lessons per fortnight. 

 

English 

Pupils will have 8 English lessons a fortnight at Key Stage 4. For the 

majority of pupils, these will follow the course for both English Language 

and English Literature. For those pupils who struggle with the subject, all 

lessons will be focused on ensuring they secure their English Language 

qualification. 

 

GCSE English Language Overview 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 - Oracy 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Individual, researched presentation. 

 Group discussion in response to 

stimuli. 

20% 

Unit 2 - 

Reading and 

Writing: 

Description, 

Narration and 

Exposition 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Understanding description, 

narration and exposition texts, 

writing techniques and structures. 

 Editing and proof-reading. 

40% 

Unit 3 - 

Reading and 

Writing: 

Argumentation 

Persuasion and 

Instructional 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Understanding argumentation, 

persuasion and instructional texts, 

writing techniques and structures. 

40% 
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GCSE English Literature Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 - Prose 

and Poetry 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Study of an individual text (Of Mice 

and Men), in context. 

 Study and comparison of 

contemporary poetry.  

35% 

Unit 2 - Literary 

Heritage 

Drama and 

Contemporary 

Prose 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Close study of two texts (Blood 

Brothers and A Christmas Carol), in 

context. 

40% 

Unit 3 - 

Shakespeare 

and Welsh 

Writing in 

English 

 Non-examination assessment. 

 Study of a Shakespeare play, 

chosen by centre. 

 Close study and comparison of at 

least two Welsh poems, on a theme 

set by the exam board. 

25% 
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Maths 

At Key Stage 4, pupils have 7 Maths lessons per fortnight, with pupils 

earning two qualifications in the subject.  

 GCSE Mathematics - Numeracy teaches and assesses mathematics 

that pupils will use in everyday life, the world of work, and other general 

curriculum areas. GCSE Mathematics furnishes pupils with the skills 

needed for further progression to scientific, technical, or further 

mathematical study. 

 Each course has two written exam papers (a calculator-allowed, 

and non-calculator), in one of three tiers: higher (A*-C grade), 

intermediate (B-E grade), and foundation (D-G grade). 

 

GCSE Mathematics / Mathematics - Numeracy Overview 

(details of examinations and units are the same for both subjects) 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 - Non-

calculator 

 Higher/Intermediate - 1 hour 45 min 

written examination. 

 Foundation - 1 hour 30 min written 

examination. 

50% 

Unit 2 - 

Calculator-

allowed 

 Higher/Intermediate - 1 hour 45 min 

written examination. 

 Foundation - 1 hour 30 min written 

examination. 

50% 
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Science 

Pupils will have 9 Science lessons a fortnight, and follow one of three 

courses. 

 More able and talented pupils will study ‘triple science’, earning 3 

separate GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. The 

remaining pupils will study either GCSE Double Award Science (earning 

two GCSEs), or GCSE Single Award Applied Science (earning one GCSE ). 

Both courses provide balanced coverage of all three sciences. 

 Each subject involves written exams and practical assessments. 

Examination papers for all courses are tiered, with pupils sitting either 

higher (A*-D grades) or foundation (C-G grades). 

 

GCSE Triple Science 

 

 
Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1  

  

 Biology - Cells, organ systems and 

eco systems - 1 hour 45 min written 

examination. 

45% 

 Chemistry - Chemical substances, 

reactions and essential resources - 1 

hour 45 min written examination. 

45% 

 Physics - Electricity, energy and 

waves - 1 hour 45 min examination. 
45% 

Unit 2    

 Biology - variation, homeostasis and 

micro-organisms - 1 hour 45 min 

written examination. 

45% 

 Chemistry - Chemical bonding, 

application of chemical reactions 

and organic chemistry - 1 hour 45 min 

written examination. 

45% 

 Physics - Forces, space and 

radioactivity - 1 hour 45 min written 

examination. 

45% 

Unit 3 
 Biology/Chemistry/Physics - practical 

assessment 
10% 
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GCSE Science Double Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Applied Science (Single Award) 

 

 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 
 Biology 1 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 2 
 Chemistry 1 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 3 
 Physics 1 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 4 
 Biology 2 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 5 
 Chemistry 2 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 6 
 Physics 2 - 1 hour 15 min written 

examination. 
15% 

Unit 7  Practical assessment 10% 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 
 Science in the modern world -          

1 hour 30 min written examination. 
40% 

Unit 2 
 Science to support our lifestyles -     

1 hour 30 min written examination. 
30% 

Unit 3  Task based assessment. 20% 

Unit 4  Practical assessment. 10% 
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Welsh 

Pupils have 4 Welsh lessons a fortnight, and continue to build on their 

learning from Key Stage 3.  

 The course assesses pupils on speaking, listening, reading and writing, 

through a mixture of written examinations and non-examination 

assessments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small number of pupils will study the Agored Cymru Level 2 Certificate 

‘Wales, Europe and the World,’. This is a vocational course, assessed 

through portfolios produced by pupils. The groups to follow this course will 

be identified by the Welsh Department at the end of Year 9.  

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 - Oracy 

response to 

visual stimulus  

(completed in 

Yr10) 

 Two part task for pair/group of three 

based on visual stimuli provided by 

exam board 

 Watch visual clip and complete 

related sheet. 

 Discussion between pair/group on 

what has been watched. 

 

 

 

25% 

Unit 2 - 

Communicating 

with other 

people 

 Discussion in pairs/groups of three, 

based on triggers such as a 

combination of graphs, pictures 

and short reading texts provided by 

exam board. 

25% 

Unit 3 - 

Narrative, 

specific, and 

instructional 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 25% 

Unit 4 - 

Descriptive, 

creative and 

imaginative 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 25% 
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Religious Studies 

All pupils will have 4 R.S. lessons a fortnight, and will follow the GCSE 

Religious Studies course, which is assessed solely by written 

examinations, and covers a range of philosophical and ethical topics, 

along with the study of Christianity and world religions; 

 

GCSE Religious Studies 

 

 

 

 

 

Units Content / Assessment Type Weight 

Unit 1 - Religion 

and 

philosophical 

themes  

 2 hour written examination 

 Study of specified core beliefs/

teachings/practices of Christianity 

and world religions. 

 Themes of Life & Death, and Good 

& Evil from the perspective of 

Christianity and world religions. 

50% 

Unit 2 - Religion 

and ethical 

themes 

 2 hour written examination 

 Study of specified core beliefs/

teachings/practices of Christianity 

and world religions. 

 Themes of Relationships, and 

Human Rights from the perspective 

of Christianity and world religions. 

50% 
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Skills Challenge Certificate 

During Key Stage 4, all pupils will complete the Skills Challenge 

Certificate. 

 Over the course of their lesson each fortnight, and focused study 

days, pupils will complete a series of coursework ’challenges’, which are 

assessed internally, and moderated externally. 

 

Skills Challenge Certificate 

 

 

 

 

 

Units Assessed Skills Weight 

Individual 

Project 

 Planning and organisation 

 Critical thinking and problem 

solving 

 Digital literacy 

50% 

Enterprise and 

Employability 

Challenge 

 Creativity and innovation 

 Personal effectiveness 

 Digital literacy 

25% 

Global 

Citizenship 

Challenge 

 Critical thinking and problem 

solving 

 Creativity and innovation 

25% 
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Option 

Subjects 
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GCSE Art and Design 

 

Overview 

This syllabus emphasises the importance of various artistic processes 

undertaken by pupils during the 19 month course. Pupils acquire and 

develop skills using a range of materials and techniques. They will 

undertake research and investigations to solve design problems. 

 

What will I study? 

Pupils will undertake a range of practical learning related to skills and 

techniques, focusing on observational drawing, painting, mixed media, 

and 3D modelling. 

 Alongside this, pupils will acquire an understanding and appreciation 

of artists, crafts workers and designers. Through investigation, critical 

analysis and observation, pupils will develop and improve their own 

practise.  
 

Assessment 

Pupils are assessed through coursework, and a controlled examination, 

both of which are marked internally and moderated externally. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Portfolio 

 Exploring a range of techniques and 

approaches, learners will develop a chosen 

theme into an extensive portfolio. This will 

include critically examining the work of artists, 

and developing their own ideas in response. 

60% 

Unit 2 - 

Externally 

set 

assignment 

 Preparatory study period - learners supported  

in selecting one assignment from the 

examination paper. Learners will develop a 

personal response through critical, practical 

and contextual studies. 

 Learners will have 10 hours to produce a 

piece in response to their chosen assignment. 

40% 
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Where can GCSE Art and Design take me? 

GCSE Art and Design is an excellent stepping stone for pupils who are 

looking to continue their education at A Level or college. Those looking to 

study subjects such as fashion design, media, or product design, for 

example, will find the breadth and flexibility of this course to their 

advantage. 

 Those who are looking a little further ahead may wish to choose GCSE 

Art and Design if they hope to pursue careers in architecture, film making, 

animation, or web design to name a few! 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Art and Design: Photography 

 

Overview 

This strand of the GCSE Art and Design qualification focuses exclusively on 

photography, enabling learners to acquire specialist subject skills and 

knowledge. 

 

What will I study? 

Whilst the units of study remain the same as the general Art and Design 

course, learners will study photography in-depth, exploring traditional and 

digital photography techniques. They will learn how to use digital 

software, including Photoshop and Lightroom. 

 Shoots will be based on a number of different photographic genres, 

including still life, documentary, conceptual, fashion, and commercial, 

ensuring learners gain valuable practical experience. 
 

Assessment 

Pupils are assessed through coursework, and a controlled examination, 

both of which are marked internally and moderated externally. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Portfolio 

 Exploring a range of techniques and 

approaches, learners will develop a chosen 

theme into an extensive portfolio. This will 

include critically examining the work of artists, 

and developing their own ideas in response. 

60% 

Unit 2 - 

Externally 

set 

assignment 

 Preparatory study period - learners supported  

in selecting one assignment from the 

examination paper. Learners will develop a 

personal response through critical, practical 

and contextual studies. 

 Learners will have 10 hours to produce a 

piece in response to their chosen assignment. 

40% 
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Where can GCSE Art and Design: Photography take me? 

GCSE Art and Design: Photography is an exciting opportunity for learners 

to begin to specialise their studies, and is well suited to those with a 

passion for photography, and the associated digital processes. 

 The course provides learners with a solid foundation of skills and 

knowledge they can build on through further study in a variety of 

subjects, such as graphic design, media and film studies. I would be of 

particular benefit to those considering a future career in the creative 

industries, or marketing and communications roles. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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BTEC First Engineering 
 

Overview 

Blending hands-on manufacturing skills with theoretical study, the BTEC 

First Engineering is a vocationally designed course. Pupils are given an 

introduction to the engineering sector, with knowledge, skills, and 

understanding presented in a meaningful, work-related context. 
 

What will I study? 

Over the 2 years, pupils will study 3 units, covering topics such as 

investigating manufacturing processes, developments in materials and 

technologies, commercial production, and electronics. 

 Throughout the course, pupils will draw on knowledge from other 

subject areas, such as maths and science, and use critical thinking to 

problem solve. 
 

Assessment 

All three units of the course are assessed - one marked externally, in an on

-screen examination, and the others through internally marked, and 

externally verified coursework. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - The 

Engineered 

World 

 1 hour on-screen examination. 

 Questions cover engineering processes, 

development of materials and technologies, 

and the contribution of engineering to 

sustainable futures. 

25% 

Unit 2 - 

Investigating 

an 

Engineering 

Product 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Investigation of materials and commercial 

production processes used to manufacture a 

product. 

25% 

Unit 3 - 

Electronic 

Circuit 

Design and 

Construction 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Design and build a range of electronic 

circuits to solve problems. 

50% 
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Where can BTEC First Engineering take me? 

As a vocational qualification, pupils completing BTEC First Engineering are 

well-placed to enter into engineering apprenticeships, or further 

vocational study, in areas such as construction and mechanics. 

 The skills and knowledge acquired in the BTEC are just as relevant and 

valuable to those wishing to pursue engineering or design and 

technology subjects as AS and A Level. 

 Pupils with an interest in pursuing careers such as vehicle mechanics, 

construction, or systems engineering will find this course worthwhile.  

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Business  

 

Overview 

This course is designed to deepen candidates’ understanding of the way 

in which businesses operate in a dynamic, changing and competitive 

environment.  Pupils are empowered to develop as commercially minded 

and enterprising individuals. 

 

What will I study? 

The course comprises 6 units: Business Activity, Influences on Businesses, 

Business Operations, Finance, Marketing, and Human Resources - the 

interdependent factors that underpin business decision making. 

 Throughout each unit, pupils will consider how different contexts 

affect businesses, as well as engaging in debates around ethical and 

sustainable business development. 

 The use and interpretation of data, and development of quantitative 

skills are also highlighted throughout all 6 units. 

 

Assessment 

Pupils are assessed through two written examination papers, taken at the 

end of Year 11, including a ‘case study’ style paper. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Business World 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Questions based on stimulus material, 

covering all course content. 

62.5% 

Unit 2 - 

Business 

Perceptions 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Data response questions, covering all 

course content. 

37.5% 
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Where can GCSE Business take me? 

GCSE Business lends itself to a number of professions and further 

education qualifications - the most obvious being A Level Business 

Studies! 

 The breadth of the course content provides an introduction to a 

number of more specialised paths of study, such as finance, marketing, 

and economics. 

 For those considering careers in management, retail, or looking to 

be their own boss in the future, would definitely find GCSE Business 

beneficial.  

 

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Design & Technology: Product Design  

 

Overview 

Pupils will gain in-depth knowledge of product design processes and 

practices. This is underpinned by a wider understanding of skills, 

technologies, materials, and the influences of social, cultural, 

environmental and economic factors on design. 

 

What will I study? 

The course combines practical skills, supported by theoretical learning. 

Topics include the impact and evaluation of new and emerging 

technologies, modern and smart materials, and investigating and 

analysing the work of others. 

 This is then used to inform the development, communication and 

strategies surrounding practical design projects, including identifying and 

understanding user needs, creating prototypes, and addressing 

challenges. 

 

Assessment 

There are two assessments for this course - a written examination, and a 

practical coursework based project. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - Design 

and 

Technology in 

the 21st 

Century 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Questions assess knowledge and 

understanding of product design. 

50% 

Unit 2 - Design 

and Make 

Task 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Contextual challenge set by exam board. 

 Identify, investigate, analyse and outline 

design possibilities. 

 Design and make prototypes and 

evaluate their fitness for purpose. 

50% 
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Where can GCSE Design & Technology take me? 

GCSE Design & Technology provides pupils with the opportunity to begin 

exploring the world of design, and the different technologies, materials 

and techniques associated with it - not just the stereotypical 

woodworking! 

 Through the use of technologies such as CAD and CAM softwares, 3D 

printing, laser cutting, and vacuum forming (amongst others), pupils are 

primed for careers and further education courses in a number of areas - 

for example, engineering design, product design, electronics, and 

mechanics. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 

LEARN   GROW   THRIVE   FLOURISH 



GCSE Digital Technology 
 

Overview 

Pupils have the opportunity to build on their existing digital skillset, 

developing their understanding of the range of digital technology systems 

we use, as well as exploring how digital technology is evolving. 
 

What will I study? 

Three units are studied over the 2 year course, and explore a host of ICT 

content, including the move from analogue to digital, user interaction 

with digital devices, and evaluation and analysis of data sets. 

 Pupils will also explore the world of social media as a marketing tool, 

and create their own digital products.  

Assessment 

Assessments are spread across Year 10 and 11, and include an on-screen 

examination, and two controlled assessment tasks, evidenced through 

portfolios. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - The 

Digital World 

 1 hour 30 min on-screen examination. 

 Questions relate to digital technology 

systems, the value of digital technology, 

and perspectives on digital technology.. 

40% 

Unit 2 - Digital 

Practices 

 Non-examined assessment, split into two 

sections. 

 Section A is an interrogation of a data 

set imported into a spreadsheet, which 

informs Section B, where pupils create a 

website and an animation or game 

related to a set context. 

40% 

Unit 3 - ICT in 

Organisations 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Focuses on marketing digital assets using 

social media . 

20% 
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Where can GCSE Digital Technology take me? 

The constant prevalence of technology in our day-to-day lives makes 

GCSE Digital Technology relevant to everyone! The skills and knowledge 

acquired link to numerous areas of further education, and a variety of 

career paths. 

 There are a number of A Level and vocational courses for pupils to 

continue their studies in digital technology, but equally they may use 

what they’ve learnt to study subjects such as media, business, or design 

technology, for example. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Drama  

Overview 

GCSE Drama offers pupils a comprehensive, creative experience in all 

aspects of stage performance. Whilst there are obviously opportunities to 

focus learning on acting, pupils can also opt to be assessed in lighting, 

sound, costume and make-up or stage design. 

What will I study? 

There are 3 units of study, two of which culminate in live performances. 

Pupils have the chance to create their own performance piece, and can 

incorporate all manner of performance styles, or focus on design. 

 In addition, pupils study texts in depth, looking at social, historical and 

cultural contexts, and how these can be interpreted to create a 

performance. 

Assessment 

Pupils are assessed through two live performances, with associated 

written work. There is also a written examination. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Devising 

Theatre 

 Performance internally assessed, externally 

moderated. 

 Create, develop and perform a piece, based 

on the work of a practitioner, or in response to 

stimulus. 

 Written evaluation completed under exam 

conditions. 

40% 

Unit 2 - 

Performing 

Theatre 

 Performance externally assessed by visiting 

examiner. 

 Performance piece based on two 10 min 

extracts from a performance text of pupils 

choice. 

20% 

Unit 3 - 

Interpreting 

Theatre 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Questions on set text, to be explored as an 

actor, designer, or director. 

 Analysis and evaluation of live theatre 

production. 

40% 
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Where can GCSE Drama take me? 

Naturally, if you have aspirations to act, then GCSE Drama is for you! 

However, it also provides a good foundation for those looking to move 

into other areas of the creative industries, such radio, journalism, and 

marketing, to name a few! 

 Pupils will also be well placed to tackle a number of performance 

based further education courses, as well as other expressive arts related 

subjects, such as Media and Art. 

 

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Spanish 
 

Overview 

GCSE Spanish builds on the knowledge gained during Key Stage 3, and 

furnishes pupils with the ability to communicate and understand the 

Spanish language in a variety of contexts, for a range of purposes. 
 

What will I study? 

The areas studied fall under three themes: identity and culture, Wales and 

the world, and current and future study and employment.  

 Pupils will acquire the vocabulary and syntax to read, speak and write 

about topics such as technology and social media, travel, the 

environment, career plans, and local and regional features of Spain. 
 

Assessment 

There are four examined units, covering the key skill areas of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing. All assessments are tiered at either higher or 

foundation. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Speaking 

 Three tasks: role play, photo card discussion, 

and two parts conversation. 
25% 

Unit 2 - 

Listening 

 35 min (foundation)/45 min (higher) written 

examination. 

 Listening comprehension tasks with non-

verbal and written responses. 

25% 

Unit 3 - 

Reading 

 1 hour (foundation/1 hour 15 min (higher 

written examination. 

 Reading tasks with non-verbal and written 

responses, including translation task from 

Spanish to English. 

25% 

Unit 4 - 

Writing 

 1 hour 15 min (foundation)/1 hour 30 min 

(higher) written examination. 

 Writing tasks, including translation task from 

English to Spanish. 

25% 
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Where can GCSE Spanish take me? 

Taking GCSE Spanish gives you more than just the ability to ask for 

directions on holiday! As well as learning the language, you will develop 

deeper cultural knowledge and understanding, while improving 

transferable skills in communication. 

 Further education at A Level, and even degree level, are obvious 

progression routes, but having knowledge of a second language can be 

hugely beneficial in a whole host of careers - not just the obvious 

‘interpreting’. It’s a skill that can make you stand out from competitors in 

the world of work, and a gateway to opportunities. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Geography 
 

Overview 

From global warming to sustainable food production, natural disasters to 

the spread of disease, GCSE Geography is constantly up-to-date and 

relevant, encompassing a plethora of real world issues. 
 

What will I study? 

Over the three units, pupils will study an array of topics, including tectonic 

landscapes, rural-urban links, ecosystems, and the impact of 

consumerism, amongst others. 

 Pupils will also complete two fieldwork studies, demonstrating their 

understanding of key concepts and methodologies. 
 

Assessment 

Assessments take place in both Year 10 and 11, and consist of two written 

examinations, and a controlled assessment, based on two fieldwork 

studies. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Changing 

Physical and 

Human 

Landscapes 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Topics covered: Landscapes and 

Physical Processes; Rural-urban Links; 

Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards. 

40% 

Unit 2 - 

Environmental 

and 

Development 

Issues 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Topics covered: Weather, Climate and 

Ecosystems; Development and Resource 

Issues; Environmental Challenges. 

40% 

Unit 3 - 

Fieldwork 

Enquiry 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Written report in response to exam board 

questions, demonstrating enquiry 

process, process and presentation of 

data, and extended writing. 

20% 
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Where can GCSE Geography take me? 

Aside from developing geographical knowledge, pupils also gain a 

wealth of transferable skills in terms of analysis, evaluation, and critical 

thinking, along with an increased awareness of global issues. 

 As well as being in an excellent position to continue subject specific 

studies at A Level and university, GCSE Geography can be beneficial to 

those interested in careers in charitable organisations, travel, earth 

sciences, and surveying, for instance. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE Health and Social Care 
 

Overview 

GCSE Health and Social Care covers a diverse range of topics , looking at 

mental and physical human development across the life-cycle. It 

introduces pupils to concepts of intervention, prevention, and the health 

and social care services in Wales, and how they serve to promote and 

maintain health and wellbeing. 
 

What will I study? 

The course comprises of two units: ‘Human Growth, Development and 

Well-being’, and ‘Promoting and Maintaining Health and Well-being’. 

Both provide practical and theoretical knowledge, and encourage 

discussion around the sustainability of care and support in Wales. 

 Pupils investigate and consider the factors that can affect health and 

wellbeing, particularly in the context of physical, intellectual, emotional, 

and social development, as well as the relationship between physical 

and mental health. 
  

 

Assessment 

The course is assessed through one written examination, and a non-

examined controlled assessment. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - Human 

Growth, 

Development, 

and Well-being 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 40% 

Unit 2 - 

Promoting and 

Maintaining 

Health and  

Well-being 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Two tasks set by exam board. 

 Pupils to research tasks, prior to writing 

up report in a controlled assessment. 

60% 
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Where can GCSE Health and Social Care take me? 

GCSE Health and Social Care is a natural choice for any pupil looking to 

explore a career in the care sector - from nursing, to primary teacher, 

counsellor to social worker. 

 The course gives pupils a foundation to progress along a number of 

different pathways, including apprenticeships, vocational qualifications, 

and further academic studies. 

  

Keywords from the course description: 
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GCSE History 
 

Overview 

Pupils will gain an understanding of the diverse society that we live in, and 

the history that has shaped our world, exploring social, political, and 

religious events. 
 

What will I study? 

There are four units studied over the 2 year course, covering issues and 

topics from a Welsh, European, and international perspectives. Specific 

focus is given to the Elizabethan era, and USA 1910-1929, while ’crime and 

punishment’ is examined from a broader historical perspective. 
 

Assessment 

The course is assessed through three written examinations, and a non-

examined controlled assessment, spread across the two years. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - The 

Elizabethan 

Age 1558-1603 

 1 hour written examination. 

 Questions focus on analysis, evaluation, 

and interpretation of historical sources, as 

well as second order historical concepts. 

25% 

Unit 2 - The USA 

1910-1929 

 1 hour written examination. 

 Questions focus on second order historical 

concepts, as well as analysis,  evaluation, 

and interpretation of historical sources. 

25% 

Unit 3 - Crime 

and Punishment 

 1 hour 15 min written examination. 

 Questions focus on second order historical 

concepts, including continuity, change, 

cause, consequence, significance, 

similarity, and difference. 

30% 

Unit 4 - Working 

as an historian: 

19th C. London 

& Jack the 

Ripper 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Source evaluation within creation of 

historical narrative. 

 Formation of different historical 

interpretations of history. 

20% 
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Where can GCSE History take me? 

GCSE History develops a host of transferable skills, such as critical thinking, 

analysis, and evaluation, all of which are hugely beneficial and relevant 

to any subject or career area! 

 More specifically, it is a great first step for those considering studying 

the subject at A Level, or at university, or considering careers in heritage 

conservation and restoration, museum curation, or archaeology. 
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Level 1/2 Award Hospitality & Catering 
 

Overview 

Combining theoretical knowledge and practical skills, this vocational 

course provides pupils with an understanding of hospitality and catering, 

within the context of the workplace. 
 

What will I study? 

The course comprises of two units. In ‘The Hospitality and Catering 

Industry’, pupils are introduced to workplace practises, surrounding 

legislation, safety, and roles and responsibilities. 

 During ‘Hospitality and Catering in Action’, pupils develop their 

practical skills as they plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes, 

to meet specific clients’ needs.   

 

Assessment 

The course is assessed through one written examination, and a non-

examined controlled assessment. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - The 

Hospitality and 

Catering 

Industry 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Questions based around applying 

knowledge to stimulus provided. 

40% 

Unit 2 - 

Hospitality and 

Catering in 

Action 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Completed in controlled setting. 
60% 
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Where can Hospitality & Catering take me? 

As a vocational course, pupils gain a number of valuable, transferable 

skills to enable progression in further education, employment, or training 

 The knowledge acquired will be highly beneficial to those considering 

a career in the food service industry. Similarly, those wishing to pursue 

further education (vocational or academic) in areas such as nutrition, 

cookery, or health care, for example, will find this course useful. 
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GCSE Media Studies 
 

Overview 

GCSE Media is a truly contemporary subject, that allows pupils to explore 

a wide range of media forms such as video games, radio, film and TV. 

Exploring the role of online and social media plays a significant part in the 

course. 
 

What will I study? 

During the course, pupils will use theoretical knowledge to underpin 

practical work, and can chose to focus on print, online, or audio-visual 

formats. 

 As media is one of the fastest growing industries in Wales, the course 

explores the impact and influence of Welsh productions, alongside 

international franchises such as Marvel and Harry Potter.   

 

Assessment 

Assessments are spread across Year 10 and 11, and include two written 

examinations, and two controlled assessment tasks, evidenced through 

portfolios. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Exploring the 

Media 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Topics covered: respresentation, media 

language, media industries, and 

audiences. 

30% 

Unit 2 - 

Understanding 

TV and Film 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Topics covered: Wales on Television, and 

Contemporary Hollywood Film. 

30% 

Unit 3 - Creating 

Media 

 Non-examined assessment. 

 Individual research and planning, and 

media product created in response to a 

brief set by the exam board. 

 Individual reflective analysis of 

production. 

40% 
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Where can GCSE Media Studies take me? 

As the creative industries continue to be a booming business here in 

Wales GCSE Media Studies puts pupils in an ideal position to take 

advantage of the opportunities on offer! 

 There are a number of vocational and academic further education 

courses relating to Media Studies, and an increasing number of 

apprenticeships available within the sector. 

 Equally, pupils will be able to apply what they’ve learnt in other areas, 

such as business marketing, ICT, journalism, and graphic design to name a 

few! 
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GCSE Music 
 

Overview 

Throughout the GCSE Music course, pupils will develop their understanding 

of how music is created through composition, performance, and listening.  
 

What will I study? 

There are three key areas of study in this course - performing, composing, 

and appraising, which combine an array of solo and ensemble tasks. These 

practical elements are underpinned by study of different genres and styles 

of music - from jazz to rock, folk to film scores. Pupils are able to explore all 

instruments and musical styles throughout the course, enabling them to 

take creative control of their learning. 

 

Assessment 

There are three formal assessments, spread across the duration of the 

course. Two are performance based, and one is a written examination. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Performing 

 A minimum of two performance pieces, 

one of which must be with an ensemble. 

 Programme note for one of the pieces 

performed. 

35% 

Unit 2 - 

Composing 

 One composition in response to a brief 

from the exam board. 

 One free composition, for which pupils 

set their own brief. 

 Evaluation of composition in response to 

exam board brief. 

35% 

Unit 3 - 

Appraising 

 1 hour written examination. 

 Listening exam, with 2 questions on each 

topic: Musical Forms and Devices; Music 

for Ensemble; Film Music; Popular Music. 

30% 
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Where can GCSE Music take me? 

In addition to allowing pupils to enrich and express their musical 

knowledge, GCSE Music involves key skills, which are transferable to a 

number of subjects and careers. Analysis, evaluation, problem solving, 

responding to briefs and teamwork are just a few competences that 

taking GCSE Music can support. 
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GCSE Physical Education 
 

Overview 

Theoretical knowledge and practical skills meet in GCSE Physical 

Education, providing pupils with a rounded learning experience to 

develop a greater understanding of tactics, strategies, physiology and 

psychology in sport and physical activities.  
 

What will I study? 

5 key topics are addressed during the course: Health, Training and 

Exercise (how to train as effectively as you can); Exercise Physiology (how 

the body works when we exercise); Movement Analysis; Psychology of 

Sport and Physical Activity (why we behave in certain ways when 

exercising/taking part in sport); Socio-cultural issues in Sport (including 

drug use, sponsorship, and the media).  

 Pupils will also learn about qualitative and quantitative data, it’s 

collection, analysis and evaluation, and how it can be used to improve 

their own performance. 

 

Assessment 

Formal assessment weighting is split evenly across a written examination, 

and a practical assessment. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - 

Introduction to 

physical 

education 

 2 hour written examination. 

 Questions based on audio-visual 

stimulus, and other resources. 

50% 

Unit 2 - The 

active 

participant in 

physical 

education 

 Assessed in three different activities - one 

team sport, one individual sport, and 

one additional team or individual sport. 

 A written piece of coursework, which 

takes the form of a fitness programme. 

50% 
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Where can GCSE Physical Education take me? 

You don’t need to have aspirations of being a pro-footballer to take 

GCSE PE! 

 Whilst it can help improve your performance in various sport and 

fitness activities, it also provides a solid foundation for those interested in 

careers such as coaching, personal training, and physiotherapy. 
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Level 1/2 Retail Business 
 

Overview 

With the retail industry making up a significant proportion of the UK 

economy, this course introduces learners to key concepts about different 

types of retail business, customer service, and the importance of 

merchandising and marketing products. 
 

What will I study? 

Three units are studied across the two years. Learners will gain knowledge 

and understanding of different types of retail organisations and their 

management, and how data and research can inform solutions to 

business issues.  

 There is also the opportunity for exploring more creative aspects of 

the industry, including the design of merchandising installations, and 

considering how these have an impact on customers. 

 

Assessment 

There is one written examination for the course, and two controlled 

assessments, completed in school. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - The 

Business of 

Retails 

 1 hour 30 min written examination. 

 Questions based around applied 

situations and stimulus material. 

40% 

Unit 2 - 

Customer 

Service for 

Retail Business 

 6 hour controlled assessment 

 Response to a brief, which includes a 

specific scenario, and several tasks 

30% 

Unit 3 - 

Merchandising 

and Marketing 

Retail Products 

 8 hour controlled assessment. 

 Response to a brief, which includes a 

specific scenario, and several tasks 

30% 
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Where can Level 1/2 Retail Business take me? 

The retail industry plays a vital role in the UK economy, as well as providing 

a wide range of employment and career opportunities. As well as 

continuing to further education in the Business sector, pupils can also 

explore career opportunities, ranging from working on the shop floor to 

merchandising and marketing. 
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Level 1/2 Sport and Coaching Principles 
 

Overview 

The Level 1/2 Sports and Coaching Principles course offers learners a new 

pathway into the field of sports coaching, encouraging them to engage 

in planning training programmes, with particular consideration for 

physiological, psychological, and technical factors. 
 

What will I study? 

Learners will work through three units, looking at how the body responds 

to exercise, and how training programmes can be created and adapted 

to support improvement. They will analyse performance to assess 

strengths and weaknesses, and how these can be targeted. 

 Finally, they will gain knowledge and understanding of key coaching 

principles, enabling them to plan, lead, and evaluate their own 

coaching session. 

 

Assessment 

There is one written examination for the course, and two controlled 

assessments, completed in school. 

Units Content Weight 

Unit 1 - Fitness 

for Sport 

 1 hour 20 min written examination. 

 Questions based around applied 

situations and stimulus material. 

40% 

Unit 2 - 

Improving 

Sporting 

Performance 

 4 hour controlled assessment 

 Response to a brief, which includes a 

specific scenario, and several tasks 

25% 

Unit 3 - 

Coaching 

Principles 

 6 hour controlled assessment. 

 Response to a brief, which includes a 

specific scenario, and several tasks 

35% 
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Where can Level 1/2 Sport and Coaching Principles take me? 

Learners studying Level 1/2 Sport and Coaching Principles will be well 

placed to continue their studies in a variety of sports based courses, at 

college or A Level, and beyond. The health and fitness industry also has 

an extensive range of career opportunities that learners course 

knowledge would benefit. 
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